
and eat a forbidden food or [perform] a similar [transgres-
sion]. W h en th ere is no religiou s persec u tion, [in instanc es]
w h ere [th e sages] h av e said one sh ou ld transgress rath er
th an be k illed; still, if one transgresses, one deserv es th e
death  sentenc e.1 T h is is th e opinion of R ambam.

[R . H anina b. T eradion’s] w ife w as also marty red
bec au se sh e did not objec t w h en h e w as teac h ing th e N ame
to h is disc iples in pu blic . H is dau gh ter w h o w as th e sister of
B eru riah , th e w ife of R . M eir,2 w as th row n into a broth el bu t
th e B lessed N ame sav ed h er for th e sak e of R . M eir.
R . H anina w as pu nish ed bec au se h e w as teac h ing h is disc i-
ples th e N ame in pu blic . R ash i c omments th at h e w ou ld u se
th e N ame of 42 letters. T h ere w as a migh ty  tempest arou nd
h im3. H e w as th e treasu rer for th e fu nds for c h arity  and th e
monies for P u rim w ere [someh ow ] mix ed w ith  [oth er]
monies for c h arity . H e gav e h is ow n money  for th e sak e of
H eav en. F or th is good deed h e w ou ld merit th e life of th e
W orld-to-C ome, th e sage told h im, and ev en more so
bec au se h e spent all h is day s engaged in T orah . 

I t say s in th e M idrash  th at w h en L u pinu s th e C aesar
bu rned R . H anina b. T eradion; th at L u pinu s th e C aesar
look ed lik e R . N eh u nia b. H ak aneh  and [th e R omans] c u t
off h is h ead. A fterw ards h e w as rev iv ed by  th e C ou rt of
H eav en bu t in th e form of R . H anina b. T eradion and th ey
bu rned h im ju st as h e h ad bu rned R . H anina b. T eradion. A
mirac le h appened, and R . N eh u nia b. H ak aneh  look ed lik e
L u pinu s th e C aesar and h e reigned ov er th e R oman E mpire
for six  month s and k illed six  th ou sand h egemons.4 O n th e
21st of S iv an, th ey  bu rned R . H anina b. T eradion and after
h im, th ey  ex ec u ted R . Jesh ebab th e S c ribe.

Abba Saul w as of th e h ou se of M armash a. H e w as th e
only  one of h is generation and w as lik e a disc iple-c olleagu e
of R abban Joh anan b. Z ak k ai. A bba S au l speak s in h is
name, bu t R . Z emac h  G aon c omments th at in his name
means in h is spirit.5 A b b a is a title of respec t, su c h  as R abbi.
In S emac ho th,6 h e c ommanded h is sons to bu ry  h im at h is
fath er’s feet, th at th ey  sh ou ld bu ry  h im and remov e th e
blu e fringes7 from h is p alliu m.8 In th e C h . H amap eleth9 it
say s th at h e w as a grav edigger and th at h e saw  [th e bones of]
O g th e K ing of B ash an and A bsalom. I t seems th at h is disc i-
ple, R . T arfon w as of a large ph y siq u e, alth ou gh  th is state-
ment seems strange, it c ertainly  h as to do w ith  [th e fac t th at]
h e w as also bu ry ing th e dead, etc . T h is is w h at is meant
w h en th ey  said th ere: A bba S au l is th e tallest in h is genera-
tion and R . T arfon reac h es h is sh ou lders. R . T arfon is th e
tallest in h is generation and R . M eir reac h es h is sh ou lders.
R . M eir is th e tallest in h is generation and R . reac h es h is
sh ou lders. R abbi is th e tallest in h is generation and 
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1 O f H eav en, th ou gh  not by
an earth ly  C ou rt.

2 A Z 17b-18b.

3 P s 50 :3

4 P refec ts, generals or
C h ristian bish ops.

5 i.e. not q u oting direc tly .

6 C h . 12. A bba S au l h eld
th at one does remov e th em
and so c ommanded h is sons.

7 N u m 15:37.

8 a sh eet w orn as a c loak
and u sed for a bed c ov er.
S onc ino. V ar. lec t. T alith . 

9 N id ah 24b, h e ran for a
mile inside th e bone of O g.



R. Hiyya reaches his shoulders. R. Hiyya is the tallest in his
generation and Rab reaches his shoulders. Rab is tallest in
his generation and R. Judah reaches his shoulders. R. Judah
is tallest in his generation and Ada D ayala reaches his
shoulders. ( D ayala means an attendant of sages and Ada
was his name.)  Parshathbina of Pumbeditha reaches
D ayala’s shoulders and the entire world reaches
Parshathbina’s waist.1 R. Zemach comments that
[Parshathbina] was a man of valour and the tallest of all the
people. The Tosafoth [there] remarks: Rashi comments that
it is a man’s name and the same [is written] in the Aruch and
it is not so. If this were the case, he should have said f rom
Pumbeditha. The Rashbam comments that it is a figure of
speech referring to leadership and hegemony.

This passage calls for interpretation, though its plain
reading –  that they were men of stature, is also true, as
Rashi and the Aruch expound. There is a proof, the refer-
ence to Rab who was called Abba Arika [the Tall one]. The
real meaning is that wisdom had decreased from one gen-
eration to the next generation for it all comes from a mas-
ter to his disciple. To enhance wisdom, Abba Saul would
bury the erroneous explanations, which are dead, just as
certainly as they said of Jonathan b. U z z iel who had such
vision that any bird flying above him would immediately be
burnt [to cinders] for he was entirely true.2 But Abba Saul b.
Botnith was before Abba Saul’s time. At the end of
Shabbath,3 it is explained that Abba Saul was at the time of
R. Zadok’s father, etc. In Ch. Hak otev ,4 it says in the
Baraitha, that Abba Saul was the son of Imma Miriam and
the halacha is according to him. [But] this is not Abba Saul
but Abba Gebal of the School of Rabbi [quoted] in the Ch.
Two, P esachim.5

R. Eleazar ha-Modai6 was a disciple of Rabban
Johanan b. Zakkai, the colleague of R. Tarfon, although he
calls R. Tarfon R abbi and R. Tarfon calls him ‘ha-Modai’ 
in the last Ch. of Y oma.7 R. Eleaz ar b. Parta quotes him, 
as does R. Eleaz ar b. Az ariah in Ch. Shev uath Haeduth.8

R. Hananiah the nephew of R. Joshua quotes R. Eleaz ar ha-
Modai. King Ben Koz iba9 killed him in Bethar. He was pray-
ing that Hadrian would not conquer it and he could not
conquer it. Then a Cuthean10 came and told Ben Koz iba a
[false] rumour about R. Eleaz ar ha-Modai that he wanted to
make peace with Hadrian the Caesar. When [Ben Koz iba]
killed him, a D ivine Voice said, Woe to the worthless shep-
herd who deserts the flock! May the sword strike his arm
and his right eye!11 He was the strong arm of Israel and its
right eye. On that day, Bethar was captured. This was 52
years after the D estruction of the Second Temple12. In the
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1 Nidah 24b-25a.

2 Suk k ah 28a.

3 157a.

4 K ethuboth 87a.

5 34a.

6 Of Modein.

7 76a.

8 Shev u’oth 35b.

9 =  Bar Kochba. It is an
unsolved argument, which

one was his real name.
Perhaps he was from a vil-

lage Kosiba, and Kochav 
( =  star)  is his Messianic

title. Perhaps he was from
village Kochava, and Koz iba

( =  lie, false)  is an offensive
name for the false Messiah. 

10 Pejorative for ‘Samaritan’.

11 Zechariah 11:17 ‘and
your arm will wither and
eye dim’. P T T a’anith 4:5,
L amentations R abah 2:2.

12 122 AD , if one accepts
the usual date of

D estruction; but these dates
do not fit very well. 


